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Left: Valerie Brathwaite, Soft Body, 2011, Cotton fabric, thread, and cotton filling. Right: José Gabriel Fernández, 
Lingam, 2017, Gesso on FRG (Fiberglass Reinforced Gypsum), plywood, and MDF Courtesy of the artists.  
 
Vital and Veiled: Valerie Brathwaite and José Gabriel Fernández / ISLAA Artist Seminar Initiative will be 
held at University Galleries of the University of Florida (UF) from October 27, 2023, to January 26, 
2024. The exhibition, curated by Kaira M. Cabañas and Jesús Fuenmayor, is the second exhibition in 
the ISLAA Artist Seminar Initiative / UF series. 
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The Institute for Studies on Latin American Art (ISLAA) designed its Artist Seminar Initiative to 
support academic institutions in fostering intimate exchanges between students and living artists 
from Latin America. For the second iteration at University Galleries, the work of artists Valerie 
Brathwaite and José Gabriel Fernández informed the two-semester program of a curatorial seminar 
followed by an exhibition. Students in art history and museum studies programs took part in a 
seminar led by Kaira Cabañas in Spring 2023 and they will also serve as members of the curatorial 
advisory committee to the exhibition.  
 
Vital and Veiled: Valerie Brathwaite and José Gabriel Fernández highlights segments of each artist’s most 
emblematic series: In the case of Valerie Brathwaite, her stones, flowers and “soft bodies” 
sculptures, which she has being creating since the late 1960’s as a way of exploring sensuality in 
nature (or nature’s sensuality). Her sculptures are made of different materials such as bronze, 
clay, ceramic, plaster, cement, or fabric, resulting in a unique hybridization of collage, painting 
and sculpture. Brathwaite’s sculptures are imbued with a vitalism in her forms and choice of 
materials, contributing to the discussions around new materialism. In the case of José Gabriel 
Fernández, the exhibition focuses on his explorations of representations of masculinity and veiled 
homoerotism in tauromaquia (bullfighting), which he initiated in the mid 1990’s, including his 
“studies” of the capote (bullfighter’s cape) as a generative shape for his ultra-modern sculptures. 
His work marries a keen aesthetic sophistication with veiled references to sexuality and thus 
contributes to expanded narratives on queer art.  
 
Each artist explored their own path for developing an exploration of sensuality through 
sculptural experimentation and print media. What is more, it is important to note that they each 
question how artistic practice relates to a specific identity, which they began exploring before 
identity politics in contemporary art emerged. Their decades-long dedication to this type of 
aesthetic investigation provides the foundation for an in-depth discussion for other conversations 
related to contemporary art, art from Latin America and the Caribbean, and current curatorial 
discourses.  
 
Vital and Veiled is complemented by two additional exhibitions from the [On View: Curatorial 
Studies] series. The first one is Valerie Brathwaite. Works on Paper, curated by Macarena Deij Prado, 
open to the public at the Gary R. Libby Focus Gallery from September 21 to November 18, 2023. The 
second one, José Gabriel Fernández. A Brief History of Drawing, curated by Cait Mohr, will be on view 
from January 12 – 27, 2024. For the exhibition at the G.R.L. Focus Gallery, Brathwaite is presenting 
a series of historical drawings, most of them from the 1970s, where she explores her ideas of an 
inner landscape and the expanded possibilities of drawing, like incorporating the support (the 
paper) as integral part of the work, where lines and forms coexist in a continuous state of 
metamorphosis and infinite exploration of the picture plane. Fernández will show, as Mohr 
explains, “a series of seven ‘action drawings’ titled Pequeño Manual de Dibujo, or, ‘Little Drawing 
Handbook,’ disrupting notions of artistic didacticism and Euclidian geometry through the 
introduction of certain ‘events’ into the drawing practice such as burning. Prefiguring a later 
interest in the interplay of light and shadow, Pequeño Manual de Dibujo makes evident the tensions 
between materiality and illusion, ephemerality and permanence. The actions are documented 
through a series of dissolving slide projections ranging from Drawing #1 to Drawing #7, looping 
continuously. 
 
 
A fully-illustrated catalogue with contributions by the curators, and essays by Luis Pérez Oramas 
and Rachel Silveri will be published by University Galleries. 
 
The exhibition program and publication are partially sponsored by the Institute for Studies on 
Latin American Art and the School of Art + Art History, University of Florida, Gainesville. 
Additional event sponsors include the Harn Eminent Scholar Chair in Art History, the Division of 
Cultural Affairs of the State of Florida, the School of Art and Art History and the College of the 
Arts of the University of Florida. 
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Exhibition-related Programming 
 
October 27, 5–7PM 
Opening of Vital and Veiled: Valerie Brathwaite and José Gabriel Fernández 
 
October 10, 5PM  
Exhibition tour by Macarena Deij Prado of Valerie Brathwaite. Works on Paper 
 
November 11, 12 pm 
Exhibition tour by Jesús Fuenmayor of Vital and Veiled: Valerie Brathwaite and José Gabriel Fernández 
 
January 18, 12 PM 
Exhibition tour by Cait Mohr of José Gabriel Fernández. A Brief History of Drawing 
 
October 26, 6PM 
Lecture by Dr. E. Carmen Ramos, “Freddy Rodríguez’s Geometries: Diaspora, Networks and Context,” 
College of the Arts, University of Florida, Lecture Room FAB 105. 
 
 
 
Additional information 
 
The Institute for Studies on Latin American Art (ISLAA) advances scholarship and public engagement 
with art from Latin America through its program of exhibitions, publications, lectures, and 
partnerships with universities and art institutions. For more information, please visit:  
https://www.islaa.org/ 
 
The graduate program in Art History at the University of Florida offers a global art history 
program covering a breadth of content from across time and space. The program also offers a 
graduate certificate in curatorial studies. For more information, please visit: 
https://arts.ufl.edu/academics/art-and-art-history/programs/art-history/degrees-ways-to-study/  
 
About University Galleries 
The University of Florida University Galleries’ mission is to be a platform for relevant and 
experimental art research and a place where pressing contemporary conversations are amplified 
and shared with the university and expanded communities. The UG advances the School of Art + Art 
History’s commitment to the visual arts by offering an experimental space to bring people together 
around art and ideas, improving accessibility and inclusivity through direct student and 
community engagement; increasing the school’s visibility as a center for critical discourse around 
artistic research, production, and scholarship, leading with preeminent programming. 
 
University Galleries are comprised of three art galleries. Gary R. Libby University Gallery (GRLUG) 
provides the greater Gainesville community with a contemporary venue that explores new 
directions in visual art, incorporating historical perspectives. Exhibitions feature nationally and 
internationally known artists, studio art faculty, and MFA graduating thesis projects. The Gary R. 
Libby Focus Gallery and the Constance and Linton Grinter Gallery of International Art present art 
exhibitions that are organized by graduate student curators, in conjunction with the director of 
the galleries, allowing students to learn experientially about curation, organization, and 
exhibition making. 
 

Parking Information 
Daytime parking is available in reserved spaces between Fine Arts Building C (FAC) and Inner Road. 
From SW 13th Street, enter campus on Museum Drive. Turn right on Newell Drive, then right on 
Inner Road. Turn left into the parking lot behind FAC. The first three spaces on the left are 
reserved for gallery use. Parking permits are issued to gallery visitors in the University Gallery. 
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For more information, please contact the University Gallery at (352) 273-3000 or visit our website 
at www.arts.ufl.edu/galleries. 
 
About the College of the Arts 
The College of the Arts is one of the 16 colleges and more than 150 research centers and institutes 
at the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida. The College of the Arts offers  
baccalaureate, master’s and Ph.D. degree programs in its three institutionally-accredited schools 
— the School of Art + Art History, School of Music and School of Theatre + Dance. The college is 
home to the Center for Arts in Medicine, Center for Arts and Public Policy, Center for World Arts, 
Digital Worlds Institute, University Galleries and the New World School of the Arts in Miami. More 
than 100 faculty members and approximately than 1,200 students work together daily to engage, 
inspire and create. The college hosts more than 300 performances, exhibitions and events each 
year. Faculty and students also exhibit and perform at other local, national and international 
venues. To learn more, visit www.arts.ufl.edu. 
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